At St Joseph’s School we are looking at our Homework Procedures and how we can make Home Learning more effective.
Home Learning
The compulsory aspect of “homework” or as we now say: “home learning”, is focussed primarily on numeracy and literacy.
· The numeracy focus is basic facts and times table and at times maths tasks.
· The literacy focus is reading. 
In the junior school this is re-reading material covered at school, 
The Middle and Senior use a variety of readers, and independent reading from Libraries and may record these in a reading log.
· Spelling: Most classes have weekly spelling lists and small tasks to follow up.
· Religious Education focus at different times.
· Current events are added to the programme occasionally.
In addition, students in the senior school have the option of participating in the Challenge programme which provides considerable learning opportunities. 

These challenges provide a significant amount of additional, meaningful, relevant and community based home learning challenges. The categories ensure that home learning includes many aspects of learning for the child.

The main difference between this format and what parents may be traditionally used to in the past, is that children "choose" to participate.
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This programme is aligned with the revised New Zealand Curriculum's vision of developing life long learners and developing the key competencies in children. The programme offers a wide range of enjoyable and interesting challenges that will involve the family as well as the child.
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How it works 

· Each category has a “design yourself “challenge.
· Some of the Challenges are designed around our school themes
· It requires a positive, supportive and challenging relationship in the family
· Is a high trust model- children work at their own pace.
· Is not a pretty presentation project … it is “the doing” that counts
· It allows for different interests, abilities, commitments, and creative learning styles.
   Criteria:

· You must complete a minimum of 10 challenges.

· You may do more than 10 if you wish.

· You must complete 2 challenges over the year from each section.

· With the help of your parents you may write your own challenges. They must be approved by your teacher and presented as a task sheet.

· It is up to you to meet with your teacher and show that you have completed each challenge

(self check, parent check, and some evidence)Parent and teacher will sign the work.

· It is quality not quantity that counts so take your time to do each challenge with excellence.

· If you complete the challenges (see the levels below) you will receive your certificate and a photo, along with all other successful challengers in the newsletter.

Levels:  

Category Challenge:  You may choose to do all challenges in 1 category and receive a    

Category  certificate.

Bronze  is equal to 10 challenges. A bronze certificate is awarded at Assembly.

Silver  is equal to 15challenges. A silver certificate is awarded at Assembly.

Gold  is equal to 20 challenges. A gold certificate and a Beginner Priority pass is awarded  

at Assembly.

Platinum  is equal to 30 challenges. A medal is awarded and you receive a Priority pass. 
We are conscious of the busy lives that our families lead, so many tasks will fit around family events and commitments.  We do not want to impose extra workload and expectations on the home.
However the more involved you are in the Challenges and your child's learning (this alone will have more impact than any homework sheet the school may have sent home in the past) and the encouragement you give them to participate in these Challenges – as well as the fun you will have too-will be worth it .

Senior School Teachers

Adapted from an original idea from Windsor Primary School.
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